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STATEWIDE PERSPECTIVE

BY SHELLY YORK

Magic? Really? Yes!

The electric
cooperative
Youth Tour traces
its originsto a
national electric
cooperative
annual meeting
in 1957, when then-Sen. Lyndon
Baines Johnson said in his address
to the crowd, “If one thing comes
out of this meeting, it will be sending
youngsters to the national capital
where they can actually see what
the flag stands for and represents.”

And that is how Youth Tour was born!

In the following years, some Texas
cooperatives sent groups of young
people to Washington, D.C., to work
during the summer in Johnson'’s office.
In 1958, lowa’s electric cooperatives
sponsored the first group of 34 young
people on a weeklong tour of our
nation’s capital. By 1959, the “Youth
Tour” had grown to 130 students.

In 2025, there were nearly 2,000
student delegates and chaperones
that made the annual Youth Tour
pilgrimage to our nation’s capital.

What’s so magical about that, you ask?

® A movement like Youth Tour was
hatched from a simple comment.
To date, more than 50,000 young
people have participated, and we
never get tired of hearing how
it truly is a trip of a lifetime!

B For the lowa delegation, these
35-40 students meet in Des
Moines for orientation without
knowing each other. By the end of
the week, we are a family of sorts,
and many tears are shed when
we must go our separate ways.

® The things we get to do and see
in one week are truly remarkable
(magical, if you will!). We experience
and see the Arlington National
Cemetery, all the monuments
and memorials, the National

lowa’s 2025 Youth Tour participants.

Mall, the U.S. Capitol, the Marine
Corps Sunset Parade and more
museums than we can count.

m After aweek in D.C,, regardless
of your political views, you
cannot help but come away with
a better understanding of your

lowa’s Youth Tour:
participants in 1958.

Do you know a high school student
interested in history, leadership or
public service? Youth Tour might
be the perfect (or magical!) fit.

Next year’s Youth Tour dates
are June 14-20, 2026.

B | earning about the cooperative

role as an American citizen.

Look for more details about
the trip from your local electric
cooperative toward the end of
the year or find more details at
www.iowayouthtour.com.

business model and the seven
principles that guide lowa’s
electric cooperatives is often

an eye-opener for our student
delegates. They leave Youth Tour
with a much broader view of how
co-ops support their community.

EDITOR’S CHOICE CONTEST

WIN AN 1GLOO i

ICE MAKER! 'l

Convenient and compact in size, this
ENTER (]NLINE BY AUG. 31!

Shelly York is the office manager and
lowa Youth Tour director for the lowa
Association of Electric Cooperatives.

Igloo Automatic Portable Countertop Ice
Maker looks good on a countertop while
producing ice for whenever or wherever
you need it. Keep the 2.5-quart water
tank filled and this unit will produce

33 pounds of ice in a 24-hour period -
enough to keep drinks cold all day long.

Visit our website and win!

Enter this month’s contest by visiting www.ieclmagazine.com no later than Aug. 31.
You must be a member of one of lowa’s electric cooperatives to win. There’s no
obligation associated with entering, we don’t share entrant information with
anyone and multiple entries from the same account will be disqualified.

The winner of Blackstone propane griddle from the June issue was
Phil Stukenholtz, a Guthrie County REC member-consumer.
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GRUNDY COUNTY REC

ANNUAL REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING
PREVIEW

What’s on the menu?

= Burgers and hot dogs grilled
by the Grundy County
Cattlemen’s Association

= Party potatoes by BarLea Roots
® Chips

= Fair Donuts by J.R. Donuts

B Hansen'’s Dairy ice cream

Prize Drawings:

B Yeti cooler bundle

= $500 Great Wolf Lodge
gift card

= Andother great prizes!

Your director ballot and Annual
Meeting information will be
arriving in your mailbox soon!

£ Grundy County REC

A Touchstone Energy’ Cooperative s
“our, is to provide our g

, reliable,

W - |

Office: Grundy County REC
303 N Park Avenue ¢ PO.Box 39
Grundy Center, IA 50638

Phone: 319-824-5251

Fax: 319-824-3118

Call Before You Dig (lowa One Call):
800-292-8989

Website: www.grundycountyrecia.com
Facebook: facebook.com/GrundyCountyREC
Email: mgeerdes@grundycountyrecia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Call our office 24/7: 319-824-5251

General Manager: Michael Geerdes

Officers and Directors:
District 1: Kevin Pruisner
District 2: Norbert Boyle
District 3: Nick Strohbehn
District 4: Larry Rohach
District 5: Matt Kopriva
District 6: Roger Brown
District 7: Jason Paper

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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RELIABILITY, SUSTAINABLITY AND
ADVOCACY AT WORK

BY MICHAEL GEERDES AND NICK STROHBEHN

Last year was full of hard work

and accomplishments, grassroots
initiatives and working to strengthen
Grundy County REC for years to
come. In fact, if we had to sum 2024
up in three words, they’d be reliability,
sustainability and advocacy.

Reliability and sustainability
Providing our members with reliable
service is a key part of the cooperative’'s
mission. Through infrastructure
investments, preventative and routine
maintenance, vegetation management,
and annual infrastructure inspections,
the co-op allocates a lot of time and
resources to ensure we provide our
members with the reliable service they
deserve and expect.

Our efforts have proven to be
successful with a strong reliability
rating of 99.9734% last year. That
means that our members had power
over 99.9% of the time, even with
major storms!

Along with strong infrastructure,
the financial state of the cooperative
also plays an important partin
sustainability. As we have all

experienced in our day-to-day lives,
prices of goods and services across the
board have drastically increased.

From 2022-2024, the electric industry
saw inflation increase over 40% on

the supplies, equipment and materials
we need to provide our members

with electric service. With increasing
inflationary pressures, Grundy County
REC underwent a third-party cost-of-
service study, which determined a rate
adjustment was necessary. This was the
first rate increase in five years.

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
(Basin Electric), our regional generation
and transmission cooperative (G&T),
is not immune to these same types of
inflationary increases either. Due to
the necessity to invest in load growth
and reliability measures, a decrease in
surplus sales, impacts of inflation, and
volatility of power markets, they have
announced a rate increase to their
member-cooperatives.

We have been working closely with
Corn Belt Power Cooperative, our
local G&T, on ways to help minimize
the impact of this increase on not only




the cooperative but our membership.
Instead of implementing an increase

to the kWh energy charge, we will be
reinstating the Power Cost Adjustment
(PCA), as a line item on the bill that is
received in February 2026. Reinstating
the PCA next year prevents the need
toimplement a formal rate increase
and allows the cooperative the ability
to easily reduce this charge should the
rates issued by Basin Electric stabilize.

During these times of tough rate
pressures, one way we've worked to
increase reliability at a minimal cost
for the cooperative, was through the
application for and receipt of federal
mitigation funds. With these funds, we
were able to replace nearly 12 miles
of three-phase distribution lines in
Grundy and Tama counties, which
was completed by a contractor in
just six months. We also work closely
with our industry supply partners

to ensure the most cost-effective
sourcing of materials.

Advocacy

Both 2024 and 2025 have proven

to be busy years for advocacy

and grassroots efforts for electric
cooperatives in lowa and across the
nation. Everything we do at the state
capitol and in Washington, D.C,,

will ultimately impact our members
onthe local level.

We've been working closely with
our legislatures and grassroots
departments on defined service
territory protection laws,

OFFICE CLOSURE %

Grundy County REGwill bg: >
closed on Monday, Septﬁ,’ e
in observance of

Labor Day. AIthougI:"kF/ i \

we may not be in the |

office, our phones
are answered 24/7,
year-round!

environmental policies, the
Farm Bill and the U.S.D.A. Rural
Economic Development Loan &
Grant (REDLG) program.

Protecting defined service territory

In lowa, your location determines
which electric utility serves you.

This regulatory protection dates

back nearly 50 years and is called
defined electric service territory. It is
because of this law that electricity is
available to every lowan regardless
of where you live or work. Defined
service territories make it possible
for long-term investments in power
generation to maintain affordable
rates, finance grid upgrades, utilize
new technologies to enhance service,
and implement proactive measures to
ensure reliability. They also allow us
to be strong supporters of economic
development in the communities

we serve. If we were to lose this
protection, members could see higher
bills and decreased reliability, making
it hard for the cooperative to fulfill our
mission of providing safe, reliable and
affordable electricity.

Strengthening rural communities

On afederal level, we continue to
advocate for our members on issues
impacting the agriculture sector and
our small-town and rural communities,
such as the Farm Bill and funding

for rural economic development
programs. Our steadfast commitment
and support for the REDLG program,

a critical tool utilized for decades to

GRUNDY COUNTY REC WELCOMES
1,000-HOUR EMPLOYEE

Owen Pueggel joined Grundy
County RECinJuneasa
1,000-hour seasonal employee.
Owen, a Garner-Hayfield-Ventura
High School graduate, completed
the powerline school programin
Marshalltown. We are excited to
have Owen join the team!

strengthen and sustain our rural
communities, is top of mind as we talk
to our members of Congress.

Looking forward

As we look to the future, we do

so with confidence. Confidence in

the staff and board to serve our
members and confidence in the strong
reliability and financial well-being of
the cooperative. We will continue to
make improvements to our system,
work with our G&Ts on a local and
regional level on rate stability, and
advocate for the best interests of you,
our members. Thank you for your
continued trust and support.

Please join us on Thursday, Sept. 4
from 5-7 p.m. for our 2025 Annual
Meeting Open House event. It will be
at our office with the formal business
meeting to immediately follow. We
hope you can join us!

We proudly power you - Today.
Tomorrow. Always.

Ao |

Michael Geerdes Nick Strohbehn

Michael Geerdes is the general manager and
Nick Strohbehn is the board president of
Grundy County REC.

CELEBRATING HALF A
DECADE WITH THE C0-0P

They say time

flies when you're
having fun! Allyson
Miller, executive
assistant and
human resources,
celebrates five years with the
cooperative on Aug. 3.

CONGRATULATIONS, ALLYSON!




FEATURE ARTICLE

Search for lowa Youth Tour on
Facebook or Instagram to see the

\YUUI' i group’s recent adventures from 2025.
| | A %

v

“The sights were truly amazing “Because of my opportunity
and the people even more so.” to attend the lowa Youth

Tour, | have been able to make
lifelong friendships and have
many doors open for my future.

Miah Bugher, Southern lowa Electric Cooperative

“Going to Washington, D.C., was like This has truly been one of the
stepping onto Aladdin’s magic carpet for the best experiences of my life!”
first time; it really is a whole new world. Lilly Morey

Annabelle Baggett, Guthrie County REC lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
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lowa’s locally owned electric cooperatives NI AR K YU U R 2026 Youth Tour

have been sending high school students to June 14-20
Washington, D.C., every June since 1958! c ALEN D AR | .
This year, 35 high school students and six . www.iowayouthtour.com

chaperones representing lowa'’s electric
cooperatives journeyed to the nation’s
capital for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association’s 2025 Youth Tour.

On the weeklong tour, students learned
about electric cooperatives, American
history and U.S. government and walked
away with a greater understanding of
their role as an American citizen. They
participated in National Youth Day, visited
with their elected legislators and explored
the sights around the nation’s capital.

Earlier in the year, students applied

for the trip through their local electric
cooperatives. The lowa students joined
students from co-ops around the
country for the national Youth Tour.

* *
/OWN

Drew Alleman-Hunter - TIP REC
Annabelle Baggett - Guthrie County REC
Jake Buell - Consumers Energy
Miah Burgher - Southern lowa Electric Cooperative
Kase Coleman - United Electric Cooperative
Brooke Davis - Farmers Electric Cooperative (Greenfield)
Olivia Enyart - Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative -y : ' - .1 ? !
Tyler Friedrichsen - North West REC . | -i' - X ' - ‘ &
Nolan Gannon - Clarke Electric Cooperative

Hudson Gibb - Access Energy Cooperative SOME UF THE THINGS STUDENTS DID

Emma Godman - MiEnergy Cooperative
Jaden Gukeisen - Lyon REC AND SAW ON THIS YEAR'S YOUTH TOUR:
Ray Helvie - Southwest lowa REC

Ava Meinders - Heartland Power Cooperative
Braylen Milstead - lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative ,
Lilly Morey - lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative )

» Albert Einstein Memorial » Korean War
Arlington National Cemetery Veterans Memorial
Boat cruise on the Potomac River » Lincoln Memorial
CoBank (information about » National Archives

Nora Nelson - lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative C°°P,e"ati"e careers) » National Museum of the U.S. Army
Ricardo Noh Mejia - Prairie Energy Cooperative » Ford's Theater ;

Isabel N |_: ] c Rgg c P » Franklin Delano Roosevelt »_Pentagan1l Meniiuey

sabel Nunez - Harrison County Memorial » Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Brady Olson - Eastern lowa Light & Power Cooperative » Gettysburg » The National Mall

Logun Ostermeyer - Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative » Gettysburg National MilitaryPark  » U.S. Capitol
Taryn Oxendale - Western lowa Power Cooperative » Holocaust Memorial » Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Hayden Palmer - Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative > :;";?aﬂg‘a Memorial and Sunset » Washington Monument

Hanna Paulson - lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative B et ten ) the » White House

Nick Quasdorf - Franklin REC Performing Arts » World War Il Memorial
Ranger Reed - East-Central lowa REC

Mia Sanchez - Midland Power Cooperative

Rachel Schany - lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative

Lillie Spencer - Calhoun County Electric Cooperative Association
Natalie Steele - Access Energy Cooperative

Joseph Thielen - Raccoon Valley Electric Cooperative
Amelia Thompson - Butler County REC

Cassidy Thompson - Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative
Myles Tjaden - Heartland Power Cooperative A
Elsie VanBeek - North West REC AR IOV}/‘A,;ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE LIVING |7
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CO-OP COOKS

,—v‘m

BLACK BEAN SALSA

can black beans, drained and rinsed
1 can corn, drained
% cup green pepper, diced
% cup red pepper, diced
% cup red onion, diced
% cup jalapenio pepper, diced
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
% cup extra-virgin olive oil
% teaspoon ground cumin
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste

Mix all ingredients and chill. Canned black beans can be
substituted with boiled fresh black beans. Serve with your
favorite tortilla chips or enjoy on a fresh garden salad.

Connie Nedved e Moravia
Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc.

SUPER EASY DAIKON RADISH PICKLES

pounds Daikon radishes
1 cup sugar
2% tablespoons white vinegar
2% tablespoons salt
optional: jalaperio or dried chili pepper

Wash radishes well and cut off leaves and roots. Slice in
%-inch pieces with the skin on, then cut into sticks. Put
radishes and remaining ingredients in a food bag and shake
to mix. Soak in a refrigerator for 1-2 days, occasionally
turning the bag upside down. Celery, turnips, tomatoes and
onions would also be delicious. Serves 6

Erina Westphal e Guthrie Center
Guthrie County Rural Electric Cooperative

8| IOWA ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE LIVING

CUCUMBER RELISH

teaspoons salt

cups cucumber, sliced

cups sugar

cup vinegar

cup green pepper, chopped
cup onion, chopped
teaspoon celery seed

RRRRNON

Pour salt over cucumbers and set for 1 hour. Pour off brine
and discard. Dissolve sugar in vinegar. Add all ingredients to
cucumbers. Keeps in fridge for months and freezes well in
smaller containers.

Karen De Boer e Sioux Center
North West Rural Electric Cooperative

GARDEN GAZPACHO

medium tomatoes, chopped
2 cucumbers, cored
% red onion
% cup fresh parsley
2 teaspoons garlic, minced
1 tablespoon lemon juice
2 tablespoons sugar
% teaspoon coarse salt
a few dashes hot sauce
sour cream

Mix tomatoes, cucumbers, onion, parsley, garlic, lemon juice,
sugar, salt and hot sauce in food processor, leaving it a bit
chunky. Serve chilled and topped with a dollop of sour cream.
Serves 6

Barb Sowers e Fredericksburg
Butler County Rural Electric Cooperative



GARDEN FRESH BRUSCHETTA

tablespoons olive oil

loaf French or Italian bread, cut into %-inch slices

medium Roma tomatoes, seeded and diced

cup red onion, diced, optional

tablespoons fresh basil, chopped

teaspoon wine vinegar

clove garlic, minced

teaspoon parsley, minced

salt, to taste

pepper, to taste

% teaspoon red pepper flakes, optional
Parmesan cheese, optional

RRRBNXARN

Lightly brush olive oil on one side of bread. Place bread on
ungreased baking pan, oil side up. Bake at 350 degrees F

for 15 minutes or less. Combine the remaining ingredients,
adding parmesan if desired. Use a slotted spoon to top bread
pieces with tomato mixture. Serves 14

Sandra Lacey e Danbury
North West Rural Electric Cooperative

BUBBLE AND SQUEAK

potatoes, unpeeled
3 slices bacon
4 cups cabbage, shredded
% medium yellow onion, sliced
1 zucchini, grated
% cup ham, chopped
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste

Cut potatoes into bite-sized pieces and boil. Once cooked,
smash slightly. Chop and brown bacon, reserving fat. Gently
mix potatoes, cabbage, onion, zucchini, bacon, ham, salt

and pepper. Heat bacon grease in a non-stick skillet, add

the mixture and stir so it is coated with grease. Cover and
cook until the cabbage and onion are tender. Remove lid and
brown on medium heat, stirring occasionally. Once browned
to your liking, remove from heat and serve. Serves 4-6

Jean Longnecker e Huxley
Consumers Energy

GARDEN CASSEROLE

cup onion, sliced

pound ground beef

green pepper, chopped

cup celery, chopped

cup carrots, diced

large, firm tomatoes, quartered
teaspoon salt

teaspoon pepper

tablespoon brown sugar

cups seasoned mashed potatoes
tablespoons butter, melted
parsley springs, for garnish

NORXNXNDARRRRR

Lightly brown onions and beef. Add green pepper, celery,
carrots, tomatoes, seasonings and brown sugar. Simmer

20 minutes. Pour into a 2-quart casserole dish and top with
mounds of fluffy mashed potatoes. Brush lightly with butter.
Bake at 350 degrees F for 30-45 minutes, until golden
brown. Garnish with sprigs of parsley. Serves 6-8

Amanda Markovich e Burlington
Access Energy Cooperative

Visit www.ieclmagazine.com and
search our online archive of hundreds

of recipes in various categories.

GABDEN FRESH DILL PICKLE SALAD

large radishes
3 scallions
1 largecarrot
% cup dill pickles, sliced
1 cup cucumber, peeled, seeded and diced
% cup pumpkin seeds
romaine lettuce, chopped
1 ripe avocado
% cup dill pickle juice
% cup canned coconut milk
% cup parsley, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced or % teaspoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves or 1 teaspoon
dried thyme leaves
% teaspoon salt
% teaspoon onion powder

In a food processor, add radishes, scallions, carrot and
pickles. Pulse into combined, small bite-sized pieces. Ina
medium bowl, add cucumber and pumpkin seeds. Line four
serving bowls with lettuce and top with a % cup vegetable
mixture. In a blender, combine avocado, dill pickle juice,
coconut milk, parsley, garlic, thyme, salt and onion powder.
Serve avocado dressing over salad. Serves 4

Anita Doughty e Ankeny
Consumers Energy

HOLIDAY
APPETIZERS

THE REWARD:

$25 FOR EVERY
ONE WE PUBLISH!

Deadline is Aug. 31
Submit your favorite
holiday appetizer
recipes. Please
include your name,
address, telephone
number, co-op name,
recipe category and
number of servings
on all submissions.

EMAIL: recipes@ieclmagazine.com

MAIL: Recipes

lowa Electric Cooperative Living magazine
8525 Douglas Ave., Suite 48

Des Moines, IA 50322
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IN THE COMMUNITY

SHINE THE LIGHT CONTEST

NOMINEES
ANNOUNCED

Touchstone Energy*
Cooperatives
of lowa

The Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives of lowa are driven by our commitment to community.

To celebrate local volunteers, the Shine the Light contest returned for a fifth year and received 88 volunteer nominations during June, the

second highest number in the history of the contest! This year’s entries came from 27 lowa electric co-ops and one municipal utility served by
Central lowa Power Cooperative. Employees and member-consumers of lowa’s locally owned electric cooperatives were invited to nominate
someone who makes a positive difference in their community.

Three winners will be awarded a $3,000 donation to their charity or community organization of choice and will be featured in next month'’s issue.
Please join us in celebrating these nominees for their outstanding commitment to community. Learn more at www.lowaShineTheLight.com.

To follow are this year’s nominees, listed alphabetically by electric cooperative.

2025 SHINE THE LIGRT NOMINEES

ACCESS ENERGY
COOPERATIVE

Steven Klein from Salem was
nominated by Shelly Adkison
for his work with Thank

You is Never Enough.

ALLAMAKEE-CLAYTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Arnold Guyer from Clermont was
nominated by Deborah Guyer

for his work with European

Rural Heritage Institute
(Heritage Farm Park).

BUTLER COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Deb McWhirter from Allison was
nominated by Sheila Wangsness
for her work with Wilder Park.

Debra White from Clarksville
was nominated by Lynn Bolin
for her work with Clarksville

Open Door Youth Center.

CALHOUN COUNTY ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

CLARKE ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC.

Annette Brummel from Peru was
nominated by Jodee Jorgenson for

her work with Murray Saddle Club.

CONSUMERS ENERGY

Al Buseman from Dumont was
nominated by Joel Noelting for his
work with Revitalize Dumont.

Stephanie Duhrkopf from Sumner
was nominated by Nancy Meyer
for her work with Sumner
Daycare and Learning Center.

Patty Hummel from Allison was
nominated by Linda Pruin for
her work with Butler County
4-H, Allison City Swimming
Pool, Wilder Park.

Melanie Bach from Clermont was
nominated by Collin Bauch for
her work with Northeast lowa
Wellness & Recreation Center.

Marlene Schossow from
Pomeroy was nominated by
Nancy Olson for her work with
Pomeroy Historical Society.

CHARITON VALLEY ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC.

Dave & Pam Haugen from Tracy
were nominated by Joyce Housley
for their work with Bellefountaine
Military Monument.

Jena Wiley from Chariton was
nominated by Lori Johnson
for her work with Almost
Home Animal Rescue.

Christopher Alleman from Slater
was nominated by Pete Hunter for

his work with Alleman Betterment.

Lynn Marr-Moore from Kelley
was nominated by Reed Moore
for her work with Charlie’s Angels
Cystic Fibrosis Fundraising Team.

Michael Nusbaum from Nevada
was nominated by Amber
Nusbaum for his work with
Scouts of America Troop 128.

EAST-CENTRAL IOWA RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Steve Ries was nominated by
Katie Stadheim for his work with
Aiming for a Cure Foundation.

Randy Scheel from Garrison was
nominated by Becky Van Wey
for his work with Benton County
Conservation Foundation.

EASTERN IOWA LIGHT &
POWER COOPERATIVE

Ricky Davis from Marengo was
nominated by Joyce Davis for
his work with Golf for Injured
Veterans Everywhere.

Donna Delagardelle from Jesup
was nominated by Monica
Bengston for her work with

St. Athanasius School.

Terri Becker from Wilton
was nominated by Nathan
Sawvell for her work with
Wilton Legion Auxiliary.

Kenan Todd from Columbus
Junction was nominated by
Doris Mougin for his work
with United Fund of
Columbus Junction.

FRANKLIN RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

James Abbas was nominated
by Scott Hagenson for his work
with AGWSR FFA Chapter.

Roger Kregel from Dumont was
nominated by Madison Alert for
his work with Revitalize Dumont.



GRUNDY COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

IOWA LAKES ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

Derek Snakenberg from
Parkersburg was nominated by
Allyson Miller for his work with
Veteran Flagpole Initiative.

Aleah Wegener from Dike
was nominated by Pat
Pruisner for her work with
Dike Public Library.

GUTHRIE COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

Marlene Schossow from Pomeroy
was nominated by Jennifer
Mosinski and Mary Clancy

for her work with Pomeroy
Historical Society.

HARRISON COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Margo Hansen from Dunlap
was nominated by Jill Schaben
for her work with Dunlap
Betterment Group.

Bette Jensen from Woodbine was
nominated by Laura Hansen for her
work with Women for Veterans.

Carolyn McDermott from Neola
was nominated by Marilyn
Alfers for her work with St.
Anne’s Charity Quilt Group.

Mary Wadsworth from Dunlap
was nominated by Morgan
Wadsworth for her work

with 4-County Fair.

HEARTLAND POWER
COOPERATIVE

Barbara Brennan from Emmetsburg
was nominated by Patricia
Swanson for her work with

Unity Lutheran Food Pantry.

Pam Caboth from Estherville
was nominated by Crystal
Pluth for her work with
Estherville Elks Lodge #528.

Dave and Beth Carrico from
Estherville were nominated by
Jennifer Sievert for their work
with Special Olympics lowa.

Janet Deim from Swea City
was nominated by Craig Deim
for her work with Swea City
Parks and Rec-Pool Plunge.

Lisa Markley from Ruthven was
nominated by Maureen Horsley for
her work with Lost Island Ruthven
Betterment Association (LIRBA).

LINN COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Melissa Janssen from Central City
was nominated by Bryan Janssen
for her work with Central City PTO.

MAQUOKETA VALLEY
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Jeremy Baughn from Charles City
was nominated by Susan Birkholz
and Kenneth Howe for his work
with Operation Second Chance.

Jerry Fisk from Osage was
nominated by Krista Koschmeder
for his work with Mitchell
County Historical Society.

Randi Johnson from St. Ansgar
was nominated by Brian Reis for
his work with Mitchell County
Mountain Goats Bicycle Club.

Gayle Nelson-Kiehm from
St. Ansgar was nominated by
Gutsy Adams for her work
with St. Ansgar Recreational
Trail (START).

Ed, Theresa, Tina and Molly May
from Stacyville were nominated
by Kimberly Schaefer for

their work with Brat Trot.

Lisa Patterson from St. Ansgar
was nominated by Kelsey

Bundy for her work with Good
Samaritan Society of St. Ansgar.

Chuck Bildstein from Anamosa was
nominated by Al Reiter for his work
with Chelsey’s Dream Foundation.

Dan Wheeler from Earlville
was nominated by Andrew
Recker for his work with
Earlville Fire Department.

Jackie White from Anamosa was
nominated by Sonya Payne for her
work with Animal Welfare Friends.

MIDLAND POWER
COOPERATIVE

Haley Admire from Ankeny was
nominated by Kirsten Radkae for
her work with No Foot Too Small.

Sue Ballard was nominated by
Owen Ballard for her work with
Camp Fire Heart of lowa.

Karl Jungbluth was nominated
by Andy Bartlett for his work
with Friends of the Ledges, Inc.

Marilyn Jurgena from Hampton
was nominated by Suzanne Rowen
for her work with Hampton
Senior Citizens Center.

Angie Kritzer from Gilmore

City was nominated by Russell
Naeve for her work with Gilmore
City Hometown Pride.

Sue Lund from Jewell was
nominated by Ortrude Dial
for her work with The Lord’s
Cupboard Food Pantry.

Pete Nelson from Boone was
nominated by Nancy Sloan for
his work with Heart of lowa
Habitat for Humanity.

Judy Whitney from Slater was
nominated by Carole Harmon
for her work with Slater/
Sheldahl Food Pantry.

NISHNABOTNA VALLEY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

LaDonna Havick from Harlan was
nominated by Kylie Beebe for her
work with Harlan Lions Club.

Sheryl Holloway from Irwin was
nominated by DeAnn Nielsen
for her work with Shelby County
Community Outreach.

Ann Schwieso from Harlan was
nominated by Stephanie Nielsen for
her work with In Memory of Mia.

NORTH WEST RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Mandy Boersma from Alton
was nominated by Dave Bosma
for her work with Hospers
Firefighters Association.

Gerry Holtrup from Hospers was
nominated by Molli Griffin for his
work with Partners for Patriots.

Hartbeat Piecemakers from Hartley

was nominated by Linda Tewes.

OSCEOLA ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC.

Andrew Gacke from Ashton was
nominated by Kyle Huss for his work
with Ashton Fire Department.

PRAIRIE ENERGY COOPERATIVE

Lance Arnold from Klemme
was nominated by Tish
Arnold for his work with lowa
River Players Theater.

Kathy Deimerly from Clarion was
nominated by Chad Chapman,
Becky Chipman, Emily Cook,
Robert Deimerly, Debra Keller,
Judith Kirstein, Jo Olson and
Barbara Redig for her work

with Gift of Giving/Wright
Community Connections.

Rodney Legleiter from Kanawha
was nominated by Lilian Swanson
for his work with Wright

County District Junior Fair.

Aimee Goeman McKnight from
Belmond was nominated by Sara
Hansen, JoAnn Huedepohl,
Linzie Morris and Jodi Pentico
for her work with Luick Memorial
Swimming Pool and with Build a
Better Belmond - Pool Fund.

Tammy Range was nominated
by Jan Libbey for her work with
Wright Community Connections.

Debra Schimmelpfennig from
Woden was nominated by Phyllis
Schutjer for her work with
Woden Commercial Club.

RACCOON VALLEY
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Barb Rench from Sac City
was nominated by Kathleen
Brenny for her work with Sac
Community Foundation.

SOUTHERN IOWA ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

Jeff Emergy from Ottumwa was
nominated by Becky Hellwig
for his work with Wapello
County Expo.

Pam Evans from Ottumwa
was nominated by Vicki Rudd
for her work with Heartland
Humane Society.

Mary Jo Johnson and Rosalee
Russell from Bloomfield were
nominated by Joye Lore-
Lawson for their work with
Davis County Tourism.

STUART MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Carolyn Scott from Bloomfield
was nominated by Kim Bigsby for
her work with Davis County Fair.

T.L.LP.RURAL ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

Shannon Parker from
Williamsburg was nominated
by Cory Parker for her

work with lowa Mission of
Mercy - lowa Dental
Foundation.

WESTERN IOWA ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

Jean Stadtlander from
Manning was nominated by
Tim and Joni Kienast for
her work with Manning
Community Foundation.

WOODBURY COUNTY RURAL
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Diane Drevs from Moville was
nominated by Carol Copeland
and Chris Countryman for her
work with Moville Area
Medical Clinic.

Amy McFarland from Anthon
was nominated by Kevin
Clausen for her work

with Anthon Community
Development Corporation.
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GRUNDY COUNTY REC

ANNUAL REPORT

MEET YOUR 2025 DIRECTOR CANDIDATES

DISTRICT 1

Kevin Pruisner
Incumbent

Q: What do you enjoy

about being a Grundy

County REC member?

- What does being a

member mean to you? Being a member-
owner of the cooperative gives you a
vote and a say on what happens within
YOUR cooperative. It also gives you the
opportunity to meet members from
surrounding communities and make
new friendships.

Q: What is something you'd like for
the cooperative to focus on in the
future or next 3-5 years? Reliability has
been, and always will be, an important
part of Grundy County REC’s mission.
Over the next 3-5 years, | would like to
see us get more of the older copper and
longer spans of line replaced to keep

up our reliability.

Q: Why do you enjoy serving on the
board? | have enjoyed being a board
member here at Grundy County REC.
There is definitely a lot to learn about
how your electricity gets to you to be
able to just flip your light switch on
and have lights!

DISTRICT 1

Shawn Samo

Q: What do you enjoy
about being a Grundy
County REC member?
What does being a
- member mean to you?
As a Grundy County REC member for
over 45 years, I've consistently been
pleased with the reliable service provided.
It's reassuring to know that | can count on
the REC when it matters most.

Q: What is something you'd like for
the cooperative to focus on in the
future or next 3-5 years? Looking
ahead, I'd like to see the REC continue

GCREC MEMBER
DISCOUNT!

TICKETS OMNLY

UNIQUE CODE:
GCREC

COMPANY NAME:
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to prioritize its members’ needs,
keep us well-informed and focus on
keeping members satisfied. | also
believe that keeping services in our
rural community is important, in
addition to the cooperative investing
in energy-efficient resources and
solutions that benefit both the
membership and the environment.

Q: How could your years of farm
experience benefit you as a board
director? With decades of experience
infarming, | understand the challenges
and priorities faced by rural members.
| believe this background gives me

a strong foundation to serve effectively
on the board, representing the
interests of fellow members and
contributing to the continued success
of our cooperative.

DISTRICT 5

B Matt Kopriva

Incumbent

Q: What do you enjoy
about being a Grundy
County REC member?
What does being a
member mean to you? | like being a
member because | feel like | am a part of
something, not just another business that
I buy something from, but a business that
is working hard every day for all of its
members that are just like me.

Q: What is something you'd like for
the cooperative to focus on in the
future or next 3-5 years? | would like
to see Grundy County REC continue
to serve its members in a safe, reliable,
affordable manner like they have for
many years. We will continue to have
more need for reliable power with
electric vehicles, Al, crypto and all
other electric demand. | expect the
co-op to stay on the forefront of
those opportunities.

Q: Why do you enjoy serving on the
board? | enjoy the people. From the
members all the way to the G&T, | feel

$37.99  ADVENTURELAND

— RESORT—

Grundy County Rural Electric Cooperative

like everyone has arole in keeping the
lights on. This co-op is what we make

of it, and | feel like this co-op and its
staff are headed in the right direction;

I would like to see it continue down that
path for many years to come.

DISTRICT 7

Jason Paper
Incumbent

Q: What do you enjoy
about being a Grundy
County REC member?
What does being a
member mean to you? Being a member
gives me peace of mind. As a cooperative,
Grundy County REC has its members’ best
interests at the forefront of its direction.
Knowing that the goal of the organization
is to provide safe, reliable and affordable
energy to its members provides a
confidence that is very reassuring.

Q: What is something you'd like for
the cooperative to focus on in the future
or next 3-5 years? | think one

of the important topics for the co-op

to stay focused on over the next

3-5 years is rapidly changing technology.
How can we keep rates low while
providing our members with the
demand of energy they require.

EVs, member generation, wind, solar,
battery storage and efficiency all play

an important part in balancing the
cooperative direction. There will be
many decisions to be made to ensure
the cooperative remains ready to
handle what the future holds.

Q: Why do you enjoy serving on the
board? | enjoy serving on the board
because it allows me to be a voice of the
membership. The cooperative model is
designed to serve its members andis a
business model with a great history, one
that has stood the test of time. Thereis a
level of pride and honor to be part of an
organization that provides such

a critical component in the daily lives

of its members.

* Wisit AdventurelandResort.com/PromoCode
* Select how many tickets you want to purchase
* Enter your company”s unique promo code

(must be all CAPS and no spaces)

= Click redeam then continue to payment page




ANNUAL REPORT GRUNDY COUNTY REC

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF THE
A representative from CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA), the auditing firm for the 2025 ANNUAL MEETING
cooperative, presented the board of directors with the 2024 audited financials OF THE MEMBERS
atthe Ma!'ch 2025 board meetmg..lt is CLA.s or?lnlon that the:* cooper?tlve S The Annual Meeting of the
2024 audit came back clean and with no adjusting entries being required. Members of Grundy County
2004203 aupmeprinanciats [ i
AV A R AL will be held at the Grundy County
Assets 2024 2023 REC headquarters, 303 N. Park
Total Utility Plant $ 26,537,037 | $ 25,061,217 Avenue, Grundy Center, lowa,
T with optional dinner and activities
Less Depreciation (7,780,098) (7,182,488) from 5-7 p.m. on Thursday,
Net Utility Plant 18,756,939 17,878,729 Sept 4,2025, to take action upon
Investments & Receivables 6,667,513 6,316,178 the matters listed below. The
Cash & Equivalents 1,566,182 1,421,616 business meeting portion of the
event will begin at 7 p.m.
Accounts & Notes Receivable 985,327 1,261,730
1. The reports of officers, directors,
Other 413,026 294,925 .
and committees;
Total | $ 28,388,987 | $ 27,173,178 .

T 2. The election of three (3)
Liabilities directors of the Cooperative for
Memberships $ -1$ - aterm of three years each;
Patronage & Other Equities 14,026,724 13,220,436 3. All other business which
Long Term Debt/Liabilities 12,946,567 12,713,888 may legally come before
Accounts Payable 697,105 588,497 the meeting or any

adjournment(s) thereof.
Other Liabilities 718,591 650,357
Total  $ 28388987  $ 27173178 In cc.)nnectlon with the electlf)n
of directors scheduled for this
2024-2023 STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS meeting, the following members
Revenue & Expenses 2024 2023 have been nominated for Director
Total Revenue $ 9,524,975 % 9,400,127 by the Nominating Committee
appointed by the Board of
Cost of Power 6,189,569 6,437,628 Directors of the Cooperative
Operations/Maintenance 797446 741,948 pursuant to the Bylaws.
Consumer Accounts 296,398 331,816
Administration/General 818,313 828,934 THREE-YEAR TERM
Depreciation 734,226 657,529 (Three to be elected)
Interest on LT Debt 395,440 366,388 District 1: Kevin Pruisner (Incumbent)
Total Expenses | $ 9,231,392 $ 9,364,243 Shawn Samo
Margins District 5: Matt Kopriva (Incumbent)
Operating Margins $ 293583 | $ 35,884 District 7: Jason Paper (Incumbent)
Non Operating Margins 43,215 26,064
. : You are urged to attend the
G&T Capital Credits 632,113 783,541 meeting, hear the reports of the
Other Capital Credits 75,074 41,062 officers, vote for directors and
Net Margins $ 1043985  $ 886,551 transact such other busme§s as
may come before the meeting.
. . Ballots can also be returned via
& N mail. We encourage you to exercise
n o
Cost of Power 2 © HUW THE MUNEY your right as a member and vote.
oi5% 5 IS SPENT
[
5§ 8 RN $350,000 of 2024
° £ c Bl margins allocated to £ A —
5 =2 E “BF] members to be paid ,%,V
R s 7 < >4 atalater date.
2 o6 &® S g¢
£ ® § § E *; $250,000 patronage DATED this first day of August, 2025.
= R  retired in December 2024,
b=} j=1 (7] - o o
< O o £ o0
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CO-OP CULTURE

Stop by and see us at
the lowa State Fair!

Visit our booth in the
4-H Exhibits Building on
the southwest end of the
fairgrounds. We’'ll have
plastic hard hats and
suckers for kids (while f ab
supplies last).

Try on some real
lineworker gear and
pose for fun photos in
our safety selfie station!

<
et

Touchstone Energy® OFFICIAL

Cooperatives

of lowa SPONSOR

ENTER TO WIN

RECEIVE $100 FOR A PUBLISHED PHOTO

SEND US YOUR RURAL
IOWA PHOTOS

We're always looking for stunning images
for the cover of lowa Electric Cooperative
Living magazine. If we select your photo for
a cover, we'll award you $100. The photos
must be clear, of an lowa place served by an
electric cooperative and in high resolution.

To be considered, email photos to
editor@ieclmagazine.com with
“Cover Submission” in the subject line.
Please also include the name of the
electric cooperative that serves you.

14 | IOWA ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE LIVING

STAY CONNECTED

WITH IOWA ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE LIVING!

G @ @ieclmagazine

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram
and X (formerly Twitter) for behind-
the-scenes stories, co-op news and
inspiring features from across lowa.

Visit www.ieclmagazine.com for
information on energy efficiency,
electrical safety, power generation and
more. While you’re there, find hundreds
of delicious recipes from co-op cooks
and enter our monthly editor’s choice
contest for a chance to win fun prizes!




OUT BACK

BY DARCY DOUGHERTY MAULSBY

Sometimes people ask me where
| developed my love of lowa
history. | suspect part of it came
from growing up on my family’s
Century Farm in Calhoun County.

My great-grandfather Charles
Dougherty paid $93.75 an acre

in 1909 for this 160-acre farm
between Lake City and Yetter. |
always thought it was pretty neat
that the farmhouse we lived in
pre-dated the Dougherty family, as
did the barn. Both had been owned
by an Irish Catholic family named
Sheehy who lived there sometime
between the 1890s and 1903.

I’'m grateful that this 160-acre farm,
along with two other farms in EIm
Grove Township, have stayed in my
family for 100-plus years. All have
received the Century Farm award.
This inspiring program began in 1976
as part of America’s bicentennial
celebration. Since the program started
nearly 50 years ago, more than 20,000
lowa farms have been recognized.

The keepers of history

Through the years, my work as an ag
journalist has taken me across lowa
to hundreds of Century Farms and
Heritage Farms (which have been
owned by the same family for 150
years or more). One thing is clear -
the stories that survive depend on
the keeper of the history. For the
Wulkow family, that keeper of the
history was Ernest Wulkow (1885-
1979). He was born on his family’s
Sac County farm southwest of Lytton.

“In 1960, Ernest handwrote many
pages of memories in a notebook,’
said Barbara (Wulkow) Gregory,
his granddaughter, who still

lives on the farm. She and | had

a great visit this spring when |
stopped by to interview her.

These stories are often sobering.
Just five years prior to Ernest’s birth,
his father Carl Wulkow purchased
100 acres of Coon Valley Township

Katherine Dornath Cook and her family, who own
a Humboldt County Century Farm, attended the
award ceremony during the 2024 lowa State Fair.

land in 1880. To say times were
tough is an understatement.

“When | was seven years old, | had
to start work in the field,” wrote
Ernest, who received a fourth-grade
education before he had to start
working full-time. “My first job was
to drag with two horses and a two-
section drag after seeding oats,
walking all day. Then when | came

in at night, | had to chore till dark,
then eat supper, then to bed.”

Sometimes Ernest’s father sent him
out to cut wild hay. “We had lots of
ponds in them good old days, and
the grass was 5 feet long around
the pond. | had to keep on cutting
till I got up to the water. Then my
sickle would ball up. I just had a
‘mell of a hess’ to get out of it

Sacrifices transcend generations
It's almost hard to imagine, isn't it?
For many Century Farm and Heritage
Farm families, the sacrifices and

hard work of earlier generations
aren’t taken for granted. Just ask
Brett Ludwig, 36, whose ancestor
Martin Ludwig, purchased 80 acres
of Carroll County land from the lowa
Railroad Land Company in 1874.

OWACENTURYFARM _ |

——= AWARD WINNEE —x
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CENTURYFARM

E i by
amily owned for over one hundred years

“You wonder how many people along
the way helped make this farm what

itis,” said Brett, who raises crops and
hogs on his family’s Kniest Township

farm. “It’s cool to think about all

the lives this farm has touched.”

Katherine Dornath Cook, whose
family owns a Century Farmin
Norway Township in Humboldt
County, understands this sentiment.

“My kids think this farm is special
enough to have talked me into
getting a family tattoo,” she said.

“We each have a tattoo of the farm’s
coordinates as areminder that no
matter where we are in the world, we
will always know where home is.”

Truly, there’s no place like
home, especially when that
home is a Century Farm.

Do you have a Century Farm
or Heritage Farm? If so, I'd love
to hear about it. Contact me

at yettergirl@yahoo.com.

Darcy Dougherty Maulsby lives near her
family’s Century Farm northwest of Lake
City. Visit her at www.darcymaulsby.com.
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Safety is #1 ai your Touchstone Energy® cooperative.

This commitment to provide electrical safety has always been

our priority so we can deliver reliable energy and peace of
mind. That's why safety runs through-everything we do.

” % Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

—=——  The power of human connections®




